I06          FEDERALISM IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE
Prussian administrative experience was a desirable administrator for their district or not. Under such a system, the average Bavarian county district or industrial town would probably have answered the question in accordance with its own needs, after considering the special qualifications of, say, Prussian-born candidates proposed by its political leaders to the local electorate. The only difficulty was that traditional State autonomy was interpreted in a very high degree as the right to prevent municipal and local self-government, i.e. to continue that specifically centralised administrative tradition that had indeed formed the basis for the survival of the states under modern conditions.
There was in every German State a special tradition of municipal s^elf-government. In Bavaria and Baden, typical peasant countries, this tradition was democratic. In Prussia there were many such traditions, the least democratic (apart from the rule of the lord of the manor in the East) being in the Rhineland, where the Napoleonic traditions of administration met the Prussian need to keep the most democratic portion of the German people in its proper place. Self-government was realised even less in the higher organs of administration, the districts and Provinces, which formed the links between State and municipality and were the immediate 'supervisors of the latter.1 The Bavarian peasant was, moreover, less interested in these " higher spheres "? and left their control to the bureaucracy with its centralist traditions which owed much to French influence. The Prussian " district Diets", meetings of municipal representatives, assembled, at least in rural districts, only once or twice a year, and were mere shadows of the Landrat whom they had to " check."
The Prussian republican Government attempted to grant at least a certain degree of self-government to the Provinces, as the natural self-governing units in the future Great-Prussian unitary German State. But it failed in this attempt in consequence of th$ opposition of the Provinces controlled by the right .wing.2 So the only serious achievement in many years of democratic Prussian administration was the abolition of that typical feudal survival, the " manorial district", where the landlord exercised the functions elsewhere reserved for municipal self-government. Even this mediaeval relic, which Bismarck
1 For the various traditions see the articles by Bohl and Leyden in Harms, op, dt, a Freytag-Loringhoven, op. cit. (1924), p. 43.